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Digital Destinations 
in History

Voices in History

New York City Department of Education
School Districts

24
28

25

30

Digital Destinations in History Grant

16 public schools
9 non-public schools

24
District

10 public schools
11 non-public schools

28
District

Voices in History Grant

3 public schools
5 non-public schools

25
District

14 public schools
1 non-public school

30
District
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I'm an Educator

I'm a proud parent! I'm an 
Administrator

I'm a Student

A Little About You

How Much Experience Do You have 
with Online Learning? 

I have no experience 
with online learning. 

I've taken some 
online courses.

I've designed and 
facilitated an online 
course.

I've designed and facilitated 
many online courses.

K
What do we know?

What Do We Know About Online Learning? 
KWL

W
What do we want to know?

L
What have we learned?

The meta-analysis of the US Dept of 
Education has found that students in 
online learning conditions performed 
better than those receiving face-to-
face instruction. 

It uses the Internet. How does it affect student learning? 

What is the role of the learner in online 
learning? 

Does it improve student learning? 

How do I design a course to help MY 
students learn?

Only a small percentage of all 
students who take online 
courses finish them. (2009)

Some states have mandated 
that all high school seniors take 
at least one online course as a 
requirement for graduation. 

How do you gauge learning if you 
can't see the learner's face?
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A Common Lexicon

Current Research

Summary of Key Findings of US Dept of Ed 2009 Meta-Analysis

Review NACOL's Promising Practices in Online Learning

OETQ Findings

Key Findings
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"Classes with online learning (whether taught completely online or blended) on 
average produce stronger student learning outcomes than do classes with solely 
face-to-face instruction.  The mean effect size for all 51 contrasts was +0.24, p<.001."

"Blends of online and face-to-face instruction, on 
average, had stronger learning outcomes than did 
face-to-face instruction alone." Why?

Say, what?
?

That CAN'T be right!

Evaluation of Evidence-Based Practices in Online Learning: 
A Meta-Analysis and Review of Online Learning Studies, 2009

Why?

What factors block data from reaching the learner?

Dunn & Dunn Learning Model
Back to Research

St. John's University, NYC

Blended Learning is...
"The integration of face-to-face and online learning to help enhance the classroom 
experience and extend learning through innovative use of information and communications." 
University of Calgary, Teaching & Learning Center, March 3, 2008

"A course that blends online and face-to-face delivery.  Substantial proportion of the content 
is delivered online, typically uses online discussions and typically has some face-to-face 
meetings." Blending In:The Extent and Promise of Blended Education in the United States, 
Allen, Seaman and Garrett, March 2007

"The combination of multiple approaches to learning.  Blended learning can be accomplished 
through the use of "blended" virtual and physical resources." Wikipedia, January, 2008

"A pedagogical approach that combines the effectiveness and socialization 
opportunities of the classroom with the technologically enhanced active learning 
possibilities of the online environment....a fundamental redesign of the instructional 
model with the following characteristics:

* a shift from lecture to student-centered instruction in which students become 
   active and interactive learners"

* increases in interaction between student - instructor, student-student, student-
  content and student-outside resources

* Integrated formative and summative assessment mechanisms for student and 
  instructor"

"Blended Learning", EDUCAUSE,  Dziuban, Hartman and Moskal, 2004
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We'd like to share what we've learned in the Title IID 
"Enhancing Education Through Technology" Grants

T4: Transforming Teaching Through Technology

TELL: 
2007 - 2010

Technology Enhancing English Language Learners

DDIH: Digital Destinations in History

VIH: Voices in History 2010 - 2012

Title IID "Enhancing Education Through Technology" Grants
Queens, NY

T4 Grant
Transforming Teachers 
Through Technology

TELL Grant
Technology Enhancing 

Language Learners

ABILITIES  Grant
Achievement Beyond Intensive 
Learning to Infuse Technology 

Including Every Student

Type of Course
Web-Enhanced Hybrid
Face-to-Face with Online 
Support & Collaboration

Web-Enhanced Hybrid
Face-to-Face with Online 
Support & Collaboration

Grades

Enhanced
Face-to-Face with Online 
Support & Collaboration

Districts 24 & 28 Districts 25 & 27School Districts Districts 29 & 30

K - 12 K - 12 K - 12

Public School 
Status

SINI, SURR or 
Corrective Action

SINI, SURR or 
Corrective Action

SINI, SURR or 
Corrective Action

Targeted Student 
Population Special Education Special EducationEnglish Language 

Learners

Technology Tools 
used to Reach 
Diverse Learners

Interactive Whiteboards
Digital Movie Making
Podcasting

Interactive Whiteboards
Digital Movie Making
Podcasting

Collaborative Online 
Tools used to Build 
Learning Communities

Blogs and Wikis Blogs and Wikis Blogs and Moodle

Support Materials, 
Teacher & Student-
Created Projects

oitqueens.com oitqueens.com oitqueens.com

Moodle & Elluminate

Teachers Public and Non-Public Public and Non-Public Public and Non-Public

# Schools 24 24 24
# Teachers 110 100 75

2007 - 2010

Info Lit Info Lit

Literacy

Title IID "Enhancing Education Through Technology" Grants
Queens, NY2010 - 2012

Social Studies
English Language Arts 

DDIH
Digital Destinations in History 

VIH
Voices in History 

Content Focus  Events in History  People in History

Districts Districts 24 & 28 Districts 39 & 30

# Schools  24  24

Grades K-12 K-12 

Where does interaction 
take place?

Saturdays  
Face-to-Face

Online in 
Moodle

Saturdays  
Face-to-Face

Online in 
Moodle 

Course Type Hybrid
 90% Face-to-

Face

Blended
90% Online

 Hybrid
 90% Face-to-

Face
 

Blended
90% Online

 

10% Online   10% Face-2-Face  10% Online   10% Face-2-Face    

Support: People Staff Developer Staff Developer  Staff Developer  Staff Developer  

Support:
Online Resources 

website
blogs
wikispace 

website
blogs
wikispace  

website
blogs
wikispace  

website
blogs
wikispace  

Support: Equipment laptop
projector 

laptop
projector  

laptop
projector  

laptop
projector  

Support: Tutorials Videos
PDF 

Videos
PDF  

Videos
PDF  

Videos
PDF  

Meeting Environment Face-to-face 
workshops

Moodle Face-to-face 
workshops 

Moodle  

Tools Taught Blogs
Wikispaces
Google Maps
Google Tools
Graphic Novels

Blogs
Wikispaces
Google Maps
Google Tools
Graphic 
Novels 
Digital 
Movies

Blogs
Wikispaces
Google Maps
Google Tools
Graphic 
Novels 

Blogs
Wikispaces
Google Maps
Google Tools
Graphic 
Novels 
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Key Findings by Grant Evaluators
ReLearning Curve/QOET 9/29/10

Digital Destinations in History Voices in History

Alignment to NETS-T, NYS 
ELA, NYCDOE PTS Standards

100% 100%

Teacher Attendance (f2f) 82% 69%

Teacher Completion Online 100% 100% 

Overall Satisfaction
(Good to Excellent)

85% 85% 

Ability to Integrate Technology 
into Classroom (Scale 1-5)

3.59 3.71 

Frequency of Use of Technology 
in ELA Instruction 

3.45 3.3 

Increased Ability to Integrate 
Technology into ELA Instruction 

84.6%  71.4% 

Developed Collaborative 
Learning Communities 

82.1% 82% 

Student Technology Use after 
Program  (Increase)

59.7% (grades 3-5)
56.7% (grades 6-12)  

52.0% (grades 3-5)
54.5% (grades 6-12) 

How Did We Build Our Blended Courses 
to Insure that They Actually Impacted 
Teacher Mastery and Student Learning?

Technical Management

Administrative Supports

Presentation, Structure and Organization

Assessments

Instructor - Learner Interaction

Pedagogy

Curriculum

Seven Domains for Online Courses

DDIH
Moodle

1

2

3

4
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Assessment Structure 

Course Type Who Does the 
Assessment?

What Assessment 
Instrument is Used? 

Hybrid - Face-to-Face 
Saturdays -Blogs/
Wikis  

Evaluator is present 
in all Saturday 
workshops.  

Pre and Post Surveys 
for every workshop 

Blended - Online in 
Moodle with Blogs/
Wikis 

Evaluator has 
access to all 
sessions in Moodle 
and reviews 
activities & 
deliverables. 

Pre and Post Surveys 
for every session 

Additional Assessments:  Pre-Course Survey - Teachers & Students
Post-Course Survey - Teachers & Students

DDIH
Wiki

Live 
Moodle

Live Moodle

Movie

DDIH Wikispace
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Administrative Supports

Back

Orientation

Course
Registration Security

Ongoing 
Course
Evaluation

Copyright
Information

Curriculum

Standards
Based

Research 
Based

Sensitive to 
Diversity

Content - Focused
Scope & Sequence

Back
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Dunn & Dunn

Carol Ann Tomlinson

Back

Buck Institute

Research 
Based

Learning 
Theories

Online 
Research

1. Being Literate is at the heart of learning in every subject area. 
2. Learning is a Social Act.
3. Learning about Learning establishes a habit of inquiry important in 
     life-long learning. 
4. Assessing progress is part of learning.
5. Learning includes turning information into knowledge using multiple 
     media.
6. Learning occurs in a global context. 

"Be VOCAL: Characteristics of 
Successful Online Instructors", 
Journal of Online interactive 
Learning, Fall 2005

V = Visible online
O = Organized
C = Compassionate
A = Analytical
L = Leader-by-Example

Research on Online Learning

Best Practices 
Constructivist

Reflection

Pedagogy

back

Authentic 
Learning

Higher Order 
Thinking

Evidence of 
Planning

Appropriate 
Online 

Instructional 
Design

Assessment 
Embedded in 
Instruction

Uses Data to 
Monitor and 

Adjust 
Instruction
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Presentation, Structure and Organization

My Course 

Syllabus and 
Outlines

Multimedia

Navigation 
and Layout

Timing and 
Pacing

Goals and 
Objectives

Online 
Environment

Outcomes Developmental 
Levels

back

One month applying 
knowledge in the classroom
Graphic Novels

Ex: Causes of the Civil War 
One month applying 

knowledge in the classroom

One month applying 
knowledge in the classroom

Podcasting 
Ex: First Person Account of an Immigrant

Google Maps
Ex: The Impact of the Erie Canal

Blogging
Ex:  Analyze a piece of non-fiction reading and 

comment to the blog

Online Environments 
(NYPL, Gale, SweetSearch)

One month applying 
knowledge in the classroom

One month applying 
knowledge in the classroom

Pr
od

uc
t

Celebration of 
Our LearningCourse Structure

De
liv

er
ab

le

De
liv

er
ab

le

De
liv

er
ab

le

De
liv

er
ab

le

De
liv

er
ab

le

Communication

Supportive Timely

Instructor
Facilitator

Co-Learner

Back

Collaborative Learning 
Community

LearnersBuilt-In Supports

Email

Course Policies Upfront

Grading Protocols Upfront Clear 
Expectations Evidence of 

Understanding

Prompt 
Feedback

SREB Guidelines for Professional Development of Online Teachers
Standard IIIB: Teacher provides online leadership in a manner that promotes student 
succcess through regular feedback prompt response and clear expectations. 
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Teachers Speak for Themselves

Q
&
A

uestions

nswers


